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OUTREACH, EDUCATION, RESEARCH



Outreach
 The Kent project 2015-2018 has had a strong social component, building connections between communities 

and researchers from Greenland and USA, making Kent and his art known to Greenlanders and have 
involved both community members, parents and young people in the project to draw some lines from the 
thirties to the present-day Greenland.

 The outcome will be doku-film on the basis of the interviews in the different communities, photos and 
academic articles

 Education
 During these many photo workshops in Sisimiut,Uummannaq, Illorsuit and Nuuk, the young people from 8-

14 + 17-18 have been taught about Kent, photo history and -techniques and have taken over 10.000 pictures 
… and unfortunately less captions for their pictures. 

 The outcome will be a book with the Young people’s photos and stories …  and their view on present day 
Greenlandic life  … due in early 2019

 Research
 Archival work is a substantial part of the project too. Many aspects of Kent’s life and works is still somewhat 

disclosed. Questions such as why did he choose Illorsuit as a base for his life in Greenland for 3 years? … 
who or what helped him financed his trip? … how did he obtain admission into Greenland that in the late 
twenties still was a closed country? … are questions that these archives probably will reveal as well as many 
other stories … such as why he started out being close friends with arctic explorer Knud Rasmussen and 
since totally erased him from letters and writings. Some stories .. are starting to reveal them selves … 

 The outcome will be academic articles, an anthology and books



Hans-Lars Josefsen – Sisimiut – Skole 1: 

Selfie of me and my friend.

Hans-Lars Josefsen – Sisimiut – Skole 1

I caught my friend in a basketball hoop.

Inunnguaq Lundblad – Sisimiut – Skole 1

Taking a selfie with my two best friends.

Nick David Kruse – Sismiut – Skole 1
Vivi and classmates

Paarnnannguaq
Blytmann – Sisimiut –
Skole 1

Selfie of me.



After the shipwreck in Greenland with the ship Direction in 1928, 
Kent travelled to Denmark. On the ship from Nuuk to 
Copenhagen he met and befriended arctic explorers Knud
Rasmussen and Peter Freuchen. He moved in with Rasmussen in 
Hundested in the North of Sealand for a while together with his 
wife Frances Kent.
In the archives in Plattsburgh were his Danish drivers license 
from May 1931.

Courtesy of Plattsburgh Archives: PCF-SJGE RK PHOTOS 245



Courtesy of Ilulissat Museum 
and Archive 



Courtesy of Ilulissat Museum and archive

The friendship with Knud
Rasmussen did  not last –
both were womanizers, 
but to let another like 
himself into his house 
was to much for 
Rasmussen: 

Letter from Knud
Rasmussen to his 
daughter august 1932 : 
My dear little Hanne …. 
As a father it is my duty to 
warn you. Watch out for 
Rockwell when you are 
coming home. I do not 
have a good impression 
of him in Greenland. 
Furthermore he is so 
scrupulous and egoistic 
that you have to be on 
guard towards him .. Your 
own father.



Paarnnannguaq
Blytmann – Sisimiut –
Skole 1:
A picture of my best 
friend, Vivi.
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 Artist, writer, painter, book illustrator, 
architect, dairy farmer and much 
more

 Born in Tarrytown near New York and 
traveled and lived Maine, 
Newfoundland, Alaska, Greenland 
and Adirondacks

 He travelled and lived in Greenland 
(1929), in Illorsuit (1931-32) + (1934-
35)

 Visited Uummannaq, Sisimiut, Nuuk



 Kent's life in Greenland

 Interviews with elder persons 

 Photo - workshops with children in Illorsuit, Sisimiut, Uummannaq & Nuuk 
 children's photos and diaries

 Photos by and from Kent’s places
 Defibaugh’s photos

 Archival works
 Ilulissat Museum and Archive, Nuuk Museum and Archive, The Royal Library, 

Copenhagen, Library of Congress, Washington DC, New York Public Library, 
Monhegan Island, Maine, Aasgaard Farm & NY. Plattsburgh Kent Archive NY



N by E (1930)
— Memories from the summer expedition in 1928 to 
Greenland on the ship Direction – and the shipwreck on 
the rocks of Greenland near Nuuk 

Shipwrecked with two companions on the coast of 
Greenland in the year 1928, I recalled, subsequently, the 
alleged quick-witted remark of William the Conqueror 
upon stumbling as he came ashore at Hastings: Thus, 
thought I of my own hard landing thus take I the soil of 
Greenland to my hearth (Greenlandic Journal, 1962: vii)



Salamina (1935) 
– Memories from his first Arctic winter 
(1931–32) and his paintings, drawings, 
research and writings while he lived in the 
little settlement Illorsuit in North 
Greenland

Greenland Journal (1962) –
Kent’s original dairies from 
Illorsuit. 

Salamina – housekeeper, 
cook, wife perhaps – in 
short kifak – has gone out 
with the two children (I 
already call them ours). 
(Greenland Journal, 1962: 14)

Yet life, my Greenlandic life, 
time was to show, was not 
that day nor year to be so 
lightly waved farewell to. 
Two years later I returned 
to Greenland with my 
fourteen-year-old son and 
for another year resumed 
with Salamina and our 
many friends the way of life 
I’d come to love. (Greenland 
Journal, 1962: 14)





Courtesy of Plattsburgh Archives: PCF-SJGE RK PHOTOS 548

As I look over the settlement from my 
window, Igdlorssuit is like a stage upon 
which the epic drama of the lives of these 
people deploys unendingly (Greenlandic 
Journal 1962: 82)
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